
IN MEMORIAM 

 

 

BOTANIST DR. ION SÂRBU, A GREAT PERSONALITY IN ROMANIAN BOTANY 

(1933 – 2022) 

 

 

Botanist Dr. Ion Sârbu, passed away on July 26, 

2022, after a life dedicated with professionalism and 

competence to the knowledge of Romania's flora and 

vegetation, to ex situ plants conservation and nature 

protection. 

Born on September 17, 1933, in the village of 

Suceveni, Galaţi County, Dr. Ion Sârbu graduated in 1952 

the Pedagogical School in Galaţi city and 1963 the Faculty 

of Biology-Geography of the “Alexandru Ioan Cuza" 

University of Iaşi. After graduation he worked as Biology 

professor at Suceveni School (Galaţi county), and in the 

next year he was promoted as school inspector. Between 

1967 and 1975 he worked as biologist in the Department 

of Botany of the Faculty of Biology Iaşi (curator of the 

Herbarium of the Faculty of Biology) and since 1975 he 

was transferred to the Botanical Garden of the University. He practically made the Romanian 

Flora and Vegetation section and coordinated activities in this section for over 30 years. Besides 

these activities, he was involved in supporting the educational process especially at academic 

level, he offered scientific and technical guidance in the realization of many doctoral, master, 

or bachelor theses, and scientific and technical consultancy for the general public interested in 

issues of growing indigenous or exotic plants, combating diseases and pests, floral and 

landscape arrangements. Also, until retirement, he served the Scientific Secretary of the 

Botanical Garden.  

In addition, in the Faculty of Biology of “Alexandru Ioan Cuza” University he held 

academic courses and practical works or seminaries, as well as field applications of Systematic 

Botany, Nature Conservation, Biodiversity of terrestrial and aquatic environments, and Forest 

Resources. Also, dr. Ion Sârbu taught a course of Biodiversity for the students from 

Environmental Engineering department of the “Gheorghe Asachi” Technical University from 

Iaşi. 

In 1978 he was awarded with the PhD diploma in Botany domain at “Alexandru Ioan 

Cuza” University of Iași for the thesis: “The flora and vegetation of the Chinejii and Prut 

hydrographical basins between Rogojeni and Mastacani” coordinated by the great professor Dr. 

Constantin Burduja. Perfectionist by nature, he carried out documentary trainings in Germany 

(Jena, Goerlitz, Freiburg, and Erlangen), Turkey (Izmir), Austria (Alps Mountains), Canada 

(Toronto, Hamilton), Northwest USA (Cascade Mountains, Semi desert Colombia, Pacific 

Beaches, Seattle-Arboretum), etc. The experience accumulated in these was followed by 

publications as the Phytogeographic considerations on the extreme northern region of Baffin 

Island (Canada), or Phytogeographical observations on the Wolstenholme Fjord region 

(Greenland), etc. 

The vast experience of Dr. Ion Sârbu is reflected in 126 scientific articles published in 

the country or abroad, mainly focused on plant taxonomy and vegetation study, and also on 

nature conservation. His exceptional knowledge of the Romanian flora made him a valuable 

collaborator in the European project Atlas Florae Europaeae (volumes 12, 13, and 14) and for 
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the on-line database Euro+Med PlantBase. He was co-author of numerous reference books in 

the fields of plants systematics and taxonomy, as The native and cultivated woody flora from 

Romania, in 4 volumes (1996-2003), Illustrated flora of vascular plants from eastern Romania, 

in 2 volumes (2001), Vascular Plants of Romania. Illustrated Field Guide (2013). Remarkable 

contributions, highly appreciated by specialists were published in scientific domain of 

vegetation science: Vegetation of the Biosphere Reserve “Danube Delta” with transboundary 

vegetation map (2002), or Les associations végétales de Roumanie. T 2. Les associations 

anthropogènes (2012). Nature and especially plant conservation was a major preoccupation of 

Dr. Ion Sârbu, who, together with other botanists offered the scientific support in order to 

identify and promote the declaration of some floristic hot-spots as natural reserves - Important 

Plant Areas (IPAs) in Romania (2007). In this respect, he selected and presented the floristic 

data for 173 sites of European interest and was part of the validation commission for all sites in 

the country, as a member in the “Natura 2000” project in Romania. Moreover, he highlighted 

the Threatened species of vascular plants from Moldova (2005), and elaborated the Red List of 

plant and animal species from the Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve (2000). 

He was member in the research team of 38 national and international projects focused 

on the floristic and phytosociological diversity of various areas in Romania, on elaboration of 

management plans for many protected areas, on the study of alternatives and solutions to reduce 

the anthropic impact in the ecosystems of the Danube Delta, etc. He initiated and led projects 

on the evaluation of the conservation capacity of some protected areas or the assessment of the 

condition in some protected areas from the eastern part of Romania. Through the scientific 

works and research projects he was a widely and unanimously recognized person in the world 

of botanists in Romania.  

He was a distinguished member in various scientific societies from Romania, as the 

Romanian Phytosociology Society, Romanian Society of Biology, or the Commission for 

Protection of the Natural Monuments in Moldova within the Romanian Academy. Also, he 

attended prestigious international scientific meetings and conferences where he presented 

important aspects of Romanian flora and vegetation in Jena, Freiburg, Gorlitz (Germany), etc. 

Together with his colleagues he organized scientific symposia on the occasions of celebrating 

the 125th, 140th, and 150th anniversaries of the Botanical Garden, as well as The National 

Congress of Biology (1992). As an acknowledgment of his remarkable scientific contributions, 

in 2006 he was granted the Emanoil Teodorescu prize of the Romanian Academy. Moreover, in 

2007, Dr. Ion Sârbu received The International Linnaeus Award and the Silver Medal for the 

excellent work in plant taxonomy, awarded by the Planta Europa organization. 

A special relationship of long friendship he maintained with all his colleagues from 

different generations, with whom he consolidated the Botanical Garden on Copou Hill, but also 

with specialists from the Faculties of Biology and Geography of the “Alexandru Ioan Cuza” 

University in Iași: the academician Constantin Toma who preferred him on the occasion of the 

field practice with the students, the director Mihai Mititiuc with whom he collaborated as 

scientific secretary, but also the professors Neculai Ștefan, Toader Chifu, Constantin Rusu or 

Gheorghe Lupașcu. 

Gifted with a great capacity of work, but with a balanced character, he always 

cultivated special relationships with botanists from Cluj-Napoca, including Dr. Gheorghe 

Coldea, corresponding member of the Romanian Academy and with Professor Vasile Cristea, 

or from Bucharest, as Dr. Gheorghe Dihoru, Dr. Gavril Aurel Negrean or with professors Anca 

Sârbu and Marin Andrei. 

He had an essential contribution to the training of the new generation of botanists, with 

whom he subsequently initiated various collaborations, whether in research projects, 
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geobotanical expeditions or scientific publications. Those who had the chance to accompany 

him in the geobotanical expeditions, because there was no place in Romania that he did not 

know, noticed in addition to a great botanist, a great character, always ready to help 

unconditionally. 

In addition to his outstanding scientific contributions, Dr. Ion Sârbu valued his family, 

which constantly supported him in any endeavour. His wife, Maria, a teacher by profession, and 

his 3 children represented the balance and the ambition for his aspirations. Every time he 

returned home from long expeditions, he charged himself with the necessary energy for new 

challenges. 

Friends and disciples, have a special gratitude and appreciation for Dr. Ion Sârbu, for 

everything he did in his life, and bring him back to the collective memory, either when it comes 

to certain places in Romania, or about the Botanical Garden in Iași, about which he always spoke 

with reverence and great respect. 
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